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Enver Hoxha and the turning points in Albania's histony"

Albania has rarely been among the‘front page news in thé
world press. But the death of Enver Hoxha at the age of 77,
on 11 April 1985, was a leading article of every news agenc?h
Hoxha had been at the head of the Party of‘Lébour'of Albania
since 1941. His actiyity can pe and will be evaluated in
. several differentvways,-but it is cértain thet this uniquely
long leadership, that lasted for more than four decades,‘hadv
an epoch-marking role in the life of>this small Balkan
cquntr;. . ’

‘ Enver Hoxha was bdrn on 16 October 1908 in Gjirokastra

/in Southern\Aibania/,-oﬁe of the most beautiful small towns
'ingAlbahia..At that time Albania-bélonged to the Turkish

gmpire and became independent .only four yéars.later, in 1912.
The Turkish dominaiion lasting for five centuries turned
Albania into the “darkest Eﬁrbpe", citing the words of the

" outstanding Hungarian balkanologist ét'the turn of the cgntury;
Ferenc.Nopcsa. Backward tribal-conditons, religious obscurity,
extremé pdverty, backwardness and oppression of the masses,
limitless despotism, corruptnéss and nationalist érrogahce of
the ruling circles - i.e. all thét is called “Balkan condi-
tions" - were more characteristic of Albania, a state established
at the'beginning of the 20th centufy, than of any other country
of the peninsula. The most prominent representatives of the

Albanian people struggled exactly against this extreme back-
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wardﬁess.

The father of Enver Hoxha was a wéalthy Moslem tradesman.
/The meaning of the Turkish word "hoxha" is Moslem priest./

. EnverAHoxha was given a careful aducation. He completed
. his high-school studies in Albania's most famous institution
of this kind, the French high-school in Korcha. Since he was
an eminent_student,-he was given the possibility to continue
his‘sfudies with scholarship from'the state in France in 1931.
He attended the_Montpellier Technical Colleée but before long
thé revoiutionary activity became more_important'fbr_hih. He
entered the French Communist Party and bublished articles
critical of the Zogu-regime iﬁ 1'Humanité. For this feasoﬁ
“the Albanian government interruptéd the payment of his
écholarshipJIn Paris he metéevgrai Albanian prnfessiohals

who were opponents of .the Zogu-regime. In 1936 he worked .

as the private secretary of the Albanian consul in Brusséls
.but soon he was fired. ‘

In 1936 he returned home énd started to work as a Frengh
teacheriin the high-school of Korcha. After a sﬁort while
he joinéd’in the work of thé local cnmmunist Qroup.

After the Italians had.occupied Aﬂbaﬁia in April 1939,
he was sent by the Korcha Communist Group to Tirana where,
under the cover of a tobacco shop, he was working for the
establishment of the Albanian Communist Party and the or-
ganization of the struggle against the ocpupants.

It was partly:his merit that the three lactgest communist

- groups - 6f Korcha, Shkodra and Tirana -, which had heen

competing with each other before, established the Albanian
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Communist Partydon 8 November 1941. Then he was elected
only to be fhe interim leader of‘the party. His election
was the result of a compromise becaose the three gfoups
did not want to elecf any of the three group leaders.

During the one year and a half, followlng his election he
showed excellent organizing capab111t1es- under his leader-
'ship the p051t10n of the party was stablllzed and 1t reach-
ed great SuUCCBSSEes in ‘the flght agalnst the fascist occu-
pants and their Alban1an prox1es The-3}—yeafs old leader
dlst1ngu1shed himself among his companlons not only with
'hie>talllfigure and sonorous voice but also with his .well-
sioned nind and his ability to work out compromises. This
was appfeciated by'the first conference of the Aibanian
Communisf Party -in March 1943, on which he was elected the
General Secretary of the party. '

Enver Hoiha played a great role in organiiing the dis-~
persed guerilla groups into a unified liberation army. In
1943 he obfained the posf of political komisear and in 1944
he became the commander-infchiei of this army.

In May 1944vhe was elected.the Chairman of the Executive
" Comittee oiuthe‘Antifascist National Liberation Council
of Albania, and in October he was elec{ed the Premier _of
the first. interim government which replaced theAabove or-
gan. On 28 November 19A4 the eve of Albania's complete
liberation, Hoxha, as a recognized leader of the party,
the government and the armed_forces; expounded the popu-
lar democratic government's program for the construction

of a new, socialist Albania.



- 112 -

However, the remqval of the antidpgmétic Sejfulla Males-
hova and several followers in 1946 had already signed the
" .victory of the sectarian and dbgmatic lin within thet Albanian
communist movement. This dogmatism was partly consequent upon
the condition of the.international communist movement of the
time but it also had very strong internal sources: the
dominance of the backward peasant masses in the country and
iq the.parfy, the small size and short history .of the working
class,\its low level of class—consciousneés énd its pett&
buorgebis attitude, the weak theoretical grounding of the
party leadership and the.influence 6f nationalist ideas.
These- internal factorsvhad a decisive role in the fact thét-
Hogmatiém rémained dominaﬁt in Albania even after the death
of Stélin, when its harmful effests were more and more éver—.
~come in the. international movément of workers.

The Yugoslav commuhists had a significant role in the
establishment and structurél réinfﬁrcement of the Albanian
Communist Party. The Yugoslav state and party machinery

ahd,fhe Yugoslav army served as models for the creation

of similar'Albaniah organs; The. liberation war, wﬁich they
fought independently but supporting each other, and the
manysided agsistance of Yugoslavia after the war streng-
thened the pro-Yugoslav feelings in Albania and also those
tendencies which were directed toward an AlbanianTYugoslav'
confederation. There also-existéd an opposité tendency of
anti-Yugoslav feelings resulting from the traditional hos-
tility between Aibanians and the Serbs, and it was streng-

thened by the failure of the attempts to find a solution
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to the Kosovo problem, whlch would be satlsfylng for both
. countrles :

Two groups emerged within the ACP leadershlp, in accor~
dance with the above_contrast1ng tenden01es. a pro Yugoslav,
‘internationalist,'federalist group and an_anti-Yugoslav, na-
”tionalist group whlch'adhered tovAlbania's‘independence and
did not glve up the aim of obtalnlng Kosovo Between 1941
and 1948 the two’ groups were struggllng w1th each other
w1th alternatlng results, but most of the’ sk1rm15hes ended
in: the victory of the pro- Yugoslav w1ng headed by Kochl Dzodze.
The excellent manoevrlng capab1l1t1es of Enver Hoxha revealed
‘themselves in th1s perlod although he was the leader of the
anti- Yugoslav fact1on, he did not pledge hlmself definitely
to it; when it was necessary, he withdrew and exerc1sed self-
_-cr1t1c1sm,.and although he was- defeated several txmes, he. . ‘
always succeeded in retalnlng the leadershlp of the party for
h1mae1f ' i
| In the summer of 1948 armed with the well;known anti- |
Yugoslav dec1s1on of the Informatlon Bureau . and with the
support of the Sov1et Unlon, he ga1ned a de0151ve v1ctory OVET
" the pro- Yugoslav w1ng and he was not so tolerant to hlS '
‘defeated adversarles as’ they had earller been to him seve-
‘ral. tlmes. -, _

In November 1948 on the'first congress of'the'Albanian.
~communists, the name of the party was changed 1nto "Party
of Labour of Albanla . On thls congress Enver Hocha spoke
tr1umphantly of the v1ctor1es over the 1nternal and ex-

-ternal enemles and determlned the most 1mportant tasks

of the constructlon of soc1a115m These were: 1ndustr1all-
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zation and electrification of the country, socialist re-
organization of thelagriculture and cultural revolution.

Between 1949 and 1961 close cooperation with the Soviet

' Union and the Soviet Communist Party was the decisive

factor of Albania's political, economic and cultural life.

The mechanic imitation of the Soviet methods under cir-

: cumstances significantly different from the Soviet ones

caused 51m11ar problems as in the other 5001allst count-
ries. The strained development of the 1ndustry, above all
of .its sector "A" /roughly the heavy industry/, the forced
caollectivization of the agriculfure; the repressive mea-
sures taken against the middle class, even the low-middle
class and against ali kinds of dissidents, the pullulation
of the bureaucracy and the "cult of the personality" caused
distprfions in the construction of socialism thaf were
compenséted only partially by the»humerous successes in

the material production and in the improvement of the

cultural level and the sanitary conditions of - the masses.

The Alpanian leadership tried to overcaome the insuffi-
ciency of the.matefial end.financial resources,bthe
shortage in trained speicialists and other difficulties
with. the help of the COMECON countries. Albania practi-
cally blackmailed the Soviet Union and the other socialist
counfrieé with its poverty and relativély modest demands,
and with its "status" of the smallest and less ﬂeveloped
Europeaﬁ socialist country. At last Albania obtained the
help it had claimed but then another difficulty emerged:

it often ‘could not adequately use the help it had been

Jbzsef Attitq 'Ihdomén
Eispanic-iieq Tenazék {&gx'lyyevt&x:l

6722 ¢

Szeged, Petss sgt. 30-34.



- 105 -

given because its forces of broduction were so poorly
developed.

Howéver; it is an undeniable fact that tne construction
of éocialism in a backward and senierdai country like Alba-
nia was only'possible through the large-scale aésistance
of the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries. It
was'especialiy impnrtant for Albania to join the organization
of economic and'/later/ politico-military cooperat1on of the

'European socialist countries. ThlS made p0551b1e its breaking
through the international isolation of the country and relying
on the experience and help of the mnre advenced socialist
countries in a more;efﬁectine and more.organiien form than
earlier. . . '

At the sam§ time it islaiso.undeniable that\the helpers,
while offering generous internationalist assistance, did ‘
not always and in the same degree_consider the specific
features of the Albaniam éircumstances and respect the

' "small-nation pride" of the Albanian péople and leaders.

The socialist countrles were sending a great number of

experts who did not always understand the sp801alltles of

" the Albanian situation. All these contrlbuted to the in-

V tensification of the Albanians' traditional xenophobia. '

The Albanian leaders were able to take advantage of this

gituation when they decided to break off relations with
their allies /first with Yugoslavia, later with the Soviet

Union and finally with China/.

The close Soviet-Albanian relations were on the highest

level demonstirated by the meetings-of Enver Hoxha with
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Stalin between 1947‘and'1§52. He gave a detailed account
of fhese summits -in his memoirs published in 1979.

. -This was the fdrmation period of the "personali%y cult”
around Enver Hoxha, which was the Albanian version of the
Stalinist "personality cult" and the similar-ﬁhenomenon

‘in the other people's democracies. As a consequénce of
the'victoryAin-the liberation war and the successes achieved
in the cohnty's recovery, delusions started to cifculate

and spread about his infalliﬁility and omnipétence. Hoxha
himself also had a share in their propagation.

A After Stalin's death the "personallty cult" around Enver
Hoxha was also restralned for a short time: in 1954 he gave
up some of his posts and in 1956 on the third congress of
the Albanian Labour Party, he had to criticize himself the
symptoms of the “personality cult", which élso took root
in Albania. But after the repudiation of the reform ideas
of the 20th congress of the Soviet Communist Party, the

~system of the "personality cult" around Enver Hoxha unlimi-
tedly prevailed agaln

After Stalin's death a struggle started also within
the leadershlp of the Albanian Labour Party concerning the
line to be followédf-There were two main tendencies: the
faction headed by Enver Haxha supported the maintenance
" of the previous methods and concepts while the other fac-
tion demanded a reform of the party. At first Enver Hoxha
and his followers tried to accomodate themselves to the
‘chahges following Stalin's death, but the events of the

i
party congress in Tirana in 1956 showed that the‘reform
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'spirif of thé 20th,cong:ess-jeopardizes.their‘p0wer positions.
Therefore they pursned a manoeuvring policy bgtween 1956 and
1960: they seemingly accepted the new ideas.and expressed
their eveflasting loyalty to the Soviet leaders, but at the
~$ame time they relentlessly'iiquidated all pro—réform ideas
and their representétives{ /Amongfthe victims'of this showdown
-Were some qutsténdinglcombatants ofvthe<party like Bedri Spahiu,
Tuk'Jakova, Kocho Tashké,.Liri Gega and Liri Belishova./
The lesson of the Hungarian couﬁte;-revolution foy the
Albanian leaders was that it Qas necesséry tqfsupbress all
ideas differeﬁt.frpm the offiéial one. |

. In tHelearly sixties a new period started both in Al-
bania's doméstic»and foreign policy. On the-third cdng;esé
ot the Albanién LabpurlParfy in the spring of 1961, Enver
Hoxha could point out with jﬁstified pride that the founda-
tidns of socialism came into existenc§<in a_histoficaily
shdrt périod and the question of "who‘defeats whoﬁ“ ﬁad been
~settled, and all these made thexaccelerated consfruction
of the material and technical basis of sobialism_poséible.
As far as:foreign ﬁolicy is boncerned, Enver Hoxha stressed
yet the enormous services of the Soyiet Union and thé Soviet
Communist Party in the'sucdessés of the Albanian peoble,
- but behind the scenes it became -more and more obvious that
the Albanian leaders defied the new line elaborated'by the
20th congress of the Soviet Communist Party and stood up
against the majority of the international qommunist moveheﬁt
which had adopted this new line. |

Envef Hoxha expressed his opposition to the new line and
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his approval of the Chinese Communist Party's line for the
first time behind close doors on the conference of commu-
nist and workers' parties in November 1960. Following this
the Albanian leadership broke off all kinds of political,
economic and diplomatic relations wifh the Soviet ‘Union
from 1961 on, ahd'it is reluctant to renew them even today.
.Atbthe same,time the struggle against the "Khrushchevtype
revisionism“.became ene.of the ideological pillars of the
regime. /A dogmatic, strongly-biased and subjective narra-
tion of Albamia's cooperation and breaking-off with the
Soviet‘Union can be found in the seiected documenfs

"The. struggle of the Albanian Labour Party againsf modere
fevisipnism" by Enver Hoxha and in-his memoirs under the
title "Khrushchevists”./

} The ultra revolutlonary, petty bourgeois, radlcal ide-
ology of maoism was much closer to the Ottoman-feudal tra-
ditions of Albania than to any other country. Thie fact
 together wifh the alliance against the common enemy, “the
Khrush—chev-type revisionism", promoted the spread of maoist
views in Albania. fhe main cohesive force of cooperation
between Albania and China was the concord of the leaders
of the two countries aga1nst the reform ideas of the 20th
Congress and in the dogmatic interpretation of‘Marx1sm-
Leninism. ' }

After the break-off with the Soviet Union and its
allles,,the economic and p011t1cal support of Ch1na became
‘vital for Albania. At the same time Albania and the Albanian
Labour Party became important'for the chinese leadership
7 L PRIETEL
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for two reasons: on the one hand as the only ally in power
in the struggle against the Soviet Union~and the majority
of the international communist moveﬁent /accofding to Mao
Tse-tung Albania was ?the'pha;os of'socialiém in Europe";
on- the other hand as.an outpost of the-diffusion 6f the
maoistlideas and as an experimental field-for their reali-
zation. Thgrefore Albania ppoVed to be a favourable'partner
'with relatively-low.costs for the Chinese‘leaAership.

-However, their cooperation was hampered'by the farge
geographical distaﬁce and différence'in size between the
two countries, by‘their véry differént'histofical, political
and cultural traditions and-in many respects by their dif- ‘
ferent international intéfests.

The intimaby of their cooperafioﬁ and its limits were

- equally revealed by the receptlon of the Ch1nese "cultural
revolution” in Tirana. The two- volumed political dxary of
Enver Hoxha /“"Notes on China"/, which was publlshed after -
~Albania had broken off with China;>indicates that the Al-
banian leader was watchlng the _power struggle in Peking
_sceptlcally and anx1ously from first to last but publically
he welcomed it enthusiastically as an internationally valid
example of "how to liquidate modern revisipnism“; Between
1966 and 1969 Enver Hoché - partly guided by his 6wn extreme
left dispositions, partly as an expression of solidafity'
with his Chinese ally'-.also-initiéted a "mini cultural
fevolution“ in his country. Under the slogan "revolution-
izing the party and the country's lifé further" a series

of campaigns took place also in Albanisa. The Albanian
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party leader - contrary to the Chinese examplg - kept a
firm hand on the.évents all the time.

In the early seventies he came into collision with the
opponents of his dogmatic policy again. The clash was going
on at several fronts: the milit;ry opposition was led by
Defence Minister Beqir Balluku, member of the politburo; the‘
economic one by Deputy Prime Minister Abdyi Kellezi, member
of the politburo, and the cultﬁral one by fadil Pacrami,
member of thé Central'Committee,Irenouned writer. The fight
ended ,up again with the complete victory of Enver Hoxha and
his followers: in fhe "struggle aéainst bureaucracy and 1li-
beralism" the “"enemies of the people" were unmasked and re-
moved, thousands'of their followers.were sent to the provinces
or imprisoned.'/Concerning'the fate of the leaders of the
6pposition enver Hoxha only disclosed that "they fell in the
garbage heap of history"./

After Nixon's 1972 visit to Peking, increasing disorders
~could be observed in the Albano-Chinese relations. Thé Al-
banian leaaefs were not capable of folldwing the changes
of the internal perr strugéles in China and wére eth
" less able to follow the Chinese leadership's quick opening
toward.the bnited States, the NATd and the EEC, and its
"pragmatist” relations with several rightist regimesr
After appearing on the inyernational scene, China needed
less and less her small Albanian ally whose consistent‘dog—
matism’becamé an increasiug burden for her. 4
The gradual decrease of China's political interest and

economic'help induced Enver Hoxha - at first -through con-
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fident channels, later more and more openly - to try to
_brlng the Chinese leaders to respect Albania's standp01nts
and interests to a greater extent. After these attempts
had failed, he decided to m;ke fheir disagreemente public,
shifting the responsibiiity for>the deterioration of the
‘relations between the two parties and couniries upon the
» new Chineselleadershjp.‘Enver'Hoxha's amoitions to take
‘over the direction of -the so-called "true marxist-leninisf
movement" might have had a role in this sfep"

. The breaklng -off w1th Ch1na in 1978 was another turning
point in Albanla S hlstory it came 1nto antagonlsm even
withgits last "great ally" and thus'was left alonevin the
surrounding 1mperlallst rev151onlst" vorld Recognizing
th15, the " Albanlan leadershlp carried out a very cautlou;
"opening" in the. Albanian forelgn~and economic policy.
This does not mean a besic'change but indicates the ana-
- chronism and'intolerability - on the long run Q of the
self—isoiationiet‘policy. The opening'hae.beenvenforced
above all hy the economic needs. As a consequence of the
interruption of theHChinese'assistance, the Albanian eco-
'nony got ontbof the preceding "greenhouse circumstances"
and has been exposed to the world economy . Therefore it'
seems necessary to pursue a more open forelgn econamic po-
licy which connects the country with the international
oivision of labour to a.greater extent in order to be able
to maintain the counfry"sApresent economic- level.

Although Enver Hoxha and Mehmet ‘Shehu spoke of the

"monollthlc unity" of the party and the people on the Bth

[\
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party congress in November 1981, another showdown took place
less than a montﬁ and a half later, this time with Enver
Hoxha's most faithful ally for four decades. After Mehmet
Shehu's mysterious "suicide" and the declaration of his being
a traitor, Enver Hokha wag left as the last of thoseAleaders
who had shaped the Albanian-tabour Party.

Enver Hoxha's activity is uﬁique also in the sense that
his writinés amount to eighty wvolumes. He was'espécially
voluminous in the las seven-yéars of his lifé: he wrote
down his memoirs in seven volumes and the credo of his
dogmatic views in four -volumes. The.bublished oeuvre -
réflgcting tﬁe_great turns in the author's life - under-
went a constant metamorphosis: the passages praising the
disowned fellow combatants and international allies were
taken 6ut and replaced by opposite'intefpretations._

In dctober 1983, on his 75th birthday, Enver Hoxha
presented himself and his followers with the following
statement: "weisay.that we are the only country buiiding
socialiém and we prove it. We have built everythihg by
ourselves, by the éweat of:our brow and the strength of our
daughters énd sons .:.."

This double statemgnt.is a concentrated exprgssioﬁ of

' the false reflection of the conditions of his country and the
outside world in his miﬁd. Albania-can only be regarded as
the sole country Buifding sociaiism on.the basis of very
dogmatic criteria and it achieved its successes - besides

its.own efforts - with the generous assistance of the other

¥
socialist countries.
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The rational core of this irrational statement lies with the
fact that the Albanian people - led by Enver Hoxha - ha&e

in fact'achieved considerabie successes during the trans-
fofmations of the society in fhe,last four decades..Refenring
"noﬁly to the most important ones: the industrial production
has-grown by‘lSS times,'the aéricultural pféduction by 5.5
timeé. Ihsepurity of livihg, misery and-hnemployment have
ceased to exist, education and medical Services'were made
free and thé living'standard is constantly growing evén if
only to a modest extent : » )

At the same t1me the break1ng -off with the socialist
coqntries and the adherence to the dogmatic interpretation.of
Mafxism-Leninism_have caused serious brqblems in every field
of sociél énd econpmip 1ife and have slowed down the pace
of development. It aiso shows that Albania needs cooperation
with the socialist countries, which have already'expressed.
their readiness to restore and develop relations several
_times. We hope thaf the néw Aibqnian leadership will sooner
or laterAaccept the.alive branch offered:to it.

"The settlement of relations between Albania and the
socialist countries woﬁld make it for the small Balkan
couﬁtry possible to share again in the'aQVantages of the
socialist international QiVision of labour and its iso-
lation could aiso be ceased. This Would strengthen the
unity of the sqcialist=commonwe$1th and improve ijts stra-
tegic situétién-on the Baikans and in the Mediterranean
area. 4 _ A

Its true friends'wish this new turning point toithe

socialist Albania.
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Ramiz Alia, Hoxha's successor in his speech on August'
26, 1985 emphasised: "Our policy towards our neighbours, as
toward all the other states, is a consistent, principled
policy. Those ‘who dream about and expect changes in our line,
who interpret the normal political and diplomatic activity
of our independent and sovereign state as the "opening up"
of Albania, as a "tendency" to rapﬁrochement with one side
or the other, do so in vain. Albania neither "opens up" nor
"closes up"

Hower an "opening up" in the Albanian ‘policy, later

or soon, seems inevitable.

NB! The official translation of the party‘s name: the Party

of tabour of Albania.
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