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Introduction

Immigration from the territory of Austria-Hungany the United States had been at its peak
in the decade before World War One. Approximates/rillion Hungarians were living in
the US in the years preceding the Great War — soinehom were temporary immigrant
labor, but the majority was seeking permanent stagven citizenship.When the war
broke out, thousands of Hungarians indicated fh&sntion to travel home and enlist in the
Hungarian army, other tens of thousands stayelerUtS but attempted to help by sending
money or supplies to the troops fighting in thenflimes. Soon, questions started to arise
about where the loyalty of these ‘hyphenatédtimigrants’ lied.

After the US entered the war in April, 1917, imnaigts from Austria-Hungary were
categorized as ‘enemy aliens’ under the Selecter@i& Act. However, roughly 3000 of
them ended up serving in the American MilitArjlthough Hungarian communities were
not targeted with xenophobic attacks as much ds @erman counterparts, but they defi-
nitely faced atrocities for being ‘enemy aliens’.

This paper aims to look into some of the ways Hulagaimmigrants experienced the
war, and provide an overview of the author’s extensesearch based on a variety of pri-
mary and secondary resource material from both Hriagy and American archives and li-
braries. The wide-range social and military histakiinvestigation is aimed at various as-
pects of the immigrant experience during the wacluding exploring how Hungarian
communities were affected by war propaganda coeduby both the American and the
Austro-Hungarian governments, revealing how HuragaAmericans discussed news from
the frontlines, and to what extent did Hungariamigrants share the burden of the Ame-
rican war effort. Some of the questions to be answare: How did they react to certain
events? How did they see the role of Austria andr@ay in the war? What did they think
about the Hungarian, and the American involvemanthe Great War? For whom were
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they “rooting”? As part of the research, this papeorporates some of the results based on
two main source groups: primary source records ffonerican archives, and contempo-
rary, predominantly American newspaper articlesdifidnally, relevant works of second-
ary literature and other publications are also @qu and utilized.

Hungarian Communities and the Great War — A Historical Perspective

Life was made hard for Hungarian Americans by thtbeak of the First World War. Al-
though the United States managed to secure itsatigyduring the first years of the war,
the debts of the Entente, the protracted war effarnd the ongoing atrocities conducted by
German espionage and the unrestricted submarinfareadrifted the country further to-
wards belligerence. Even while neutral, the US sodt of its military products to Entente
powers. The factories manufacturing these prodeictgloyed numerous Hungarian immi-
grants and guest workers. The Austro-Hungarian @weent announced via the Hungar-
ian-American press that any Hungarian citizen wagkin American ordnance factories
commits treason and should be subject to prosetupon returning home, with a possible
10 to 20 years prison sentence or even with capitalshment. The situation was accu-
rately described by a Hungarian factory workerauth Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

“For weeks now the Austrians working here have beeubled by reports scattered
broadcast that if they did not stop making shailstifie allies, they would be put in
prison and, in some cases, be executed as traftenger they dared return to their
country!”®

Owing to the threats made by the Austro-HungariamgBnment, many Hungarians liv-
ing in the US filed their applications for citizéms.? This, of course, did not mean that they
were unsympathetic to the cause of their homeldihére were several ways of helping
those still at home. Hungarian-American civil stieig, aid organizations, and fraternal in-
surance associations did a lot of work to makeo#sgble for immigrants to help the war
efforts of the Old Country: they organized chaetyents and other fundraisers, and used
the collected money to purchase medical equipnvemith they then sent to the Hungarian
regiments fighting on the fronts via the Red Crdssmigrants also had several oppor-
tunities to buy Hungarian war bonds, which seenagidler peculiar given the fact that many
Hungarians purchased American war bonds as we#lidBs material aid, they considered
spiritual support equally important. They organizedjular mass prayers in Hungarian
churches where they prayed for military victoriésHoingarian regiments, the wellbeing of
the soldiers, and the persistence of those inititertand. These acts of patriotism towards
their original home country raised eyebrows amdrertAmerican coworkers, neighbors,
and other acquaintances, and understandably so.

Incidents such as the infamous Dumba affair didhatp their situation. The Dumba af-
fair was a major scandal in the fall of 1915, iy Konstantin Theodore Dumba,

4 See Szantdviagyarok Amerikaban.
5 The Day BookSeptember 14, 1915.
5 Szant6Magyarok Amerikabarf3.
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Austro-Hungarian Ambassador to the United States letter he had sent to his govern-
ment, Dumba admitted to being part of a schemeatttampted to use strikes and sabotage
by immigrant workers to keep American companiesnfifalfilling their contracts with Al-
lied states. In the documents found by the British Royal Naagnbassador Dumba had
proposed a plan to “disorganize the manufactumawiitions of war” in the United States.
As a part of this scheme, Dumba also suggestedirfgral number of foreign-language
newspapers published in America to influence Huiagaaborers. The Wilson administra-
tion deemed this scheme a particularly dangerdesnat to take advantage of the hetero-
geneous population of the USAhis infamous affair shed an ill light at Hungariameri-
cans, who, according to newspapers of the timeglgoto dissociate themselves from
Dumba. But other Austro-Hungarian nationals jumpethe opportunity to take advantage
of the situation and use Dumba’s case to exprassltyalty to America. The Slovaks for
example, did not hesitate to send letters to magovspapers, deeming Austria-Hungary an
oppressive state and denouncing the activities mba@ssador DumbaBut also, Hun-
garians showcased relief when the ambassador waBe@, both Hungarian and Austrian
immigrants living in the city of South BethlehenmgrPsylvania, for example, were celeb-
rating together in the streéfs.

There were other incidents apart from the Dumba,dhsit could cast shadows over the
peaceful coexistence of Hungarian immigrants ang#eans. In a similar event, American
Secret Service agents seized several documentslyrosespondence) from German and
Austro-Hungarian officials, that all proved scheragsed at sabotaging American factories
and shipyards. These plots included, apart front‘tiseal” plans to buy American news-
papers and publish propaganda, bribery of politgjatarting of strikes, and the most dan-
gerous ones, committing acts of industrial sabotage

In this political environment, one can only imagimew hard it could be for Hungarian
immigrants to balance between allegiances to “tlie@untry and the New”. One way to
see how these communities thought about the wir isview the contemporary Hungar-
ian-American press. In this part of the researob,author reviewed two major Hungarian-
language newspapers (Hungarian American PeopleiseYthe largest daily, and Hungar-
ian Courier, the largest weekly), and several minegional ones from the time period of
the wart! The findings of this research will be subject to#her full academic paper. Here,
due to the understandable restrictions, | will gmigsent some of the findings.
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provided in processing the vast amount of writteatamal.



60 Laszl6 Ambrus

After the announcement of the American belligerethe Hungarian-American press
rushed to calm its reader base and assure thertht#iafreedom and possessions were not
threatened by the federal government. Several pgusted public service announcements
stating “no foreigners living in the United Statw®ould fear for their personal freedom as
long as they behave according to the laws of thmiry."*?

The majority of the Hungarian-American press rewdwn this research showed a
rather ambiguous approach to the war. This ambyigugnifested in supporting the Hun-
garian regiments of the Austro-Hungarian army, @lailso being supportive of the Ameri-
can troops after the summer of 1917. Most of thielas reporting on the war mention the
Hungarian armies that fought against Serbia, Russénce, and after 1915, Italy, in a posi-
tive context, cheering for their wins and mourngr their losses. These texts show that
the Hungarian community in America never lost igdriptic feelings for their homeland.
But that does not mean they were not loyal to theiw home, the United States. When
America entered the war in April, 1917, Hungariame¥icans’ loyalty faced a dire con-
flict: the US took the side of the Entente, andh@ligh Washington did not officially de-
clare war on Austria-Hungary until December 7, 191Was crystal clear that the armies of
the two countries were going to meet on the batbsooner than later. Be that as it may,
the Hungarian-American press did not hesitate fpstt the American cause in the war
from the first time Wilson announced the belliger@nThe continuous investigation into
the Hungarian language newspapers published ik #hduring the war showed no articles
that spoke against, or criticized to any exters, dhtions of the federal government so far.
A frequently appearing opinion was a support fddngarian independence movement
seeking the bisection of Austria-Hungary, blamihg tvhole war on Emperors Franz Jo-
seph and Wilhelm II, and regularly citing HungarRrnime Minister Istvan Tisza's memo-
randum on July 1, 1914, in which he strongly opgdae ultimatum sent to Serbia, which
eventually led to the outbreak of the World WarsZB's opinion was used as evidence to
the Hungarian unwillingness to enter the war, andrbve that independence from Austria
was necessary. At the same time, President Wilsmusually portrayed as a potential pa-
tron of Hungarian independence.

Most frequently used phrases used tg
describe troops
Hungarian sol- | 5o rican soldiers
diers
“our boys” “our people”
“glorious” “our men”
“brave” “brave”
“gallant” “heroic”
“honorable” “unstoppable”

Figure 1: Most frequently used phrases collectednfiHungarian-American newspapers

12 Amerikai Magyar Népszava (American Hungarian Peapiéice) April 6, 1917.
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As the table shows, they discussed both the Husganmd the American soldiers with
praises. They considered both armies their owthesused the first person plural possess-
ive pronoun “our” in both cases, very frequentlys@ both armies were portrayed as gal-
lant, brave warriors who lay down their lives evelgy to battle tyranny and to champion
freedom and independence — a fight that Hunga@aaisAmericans both knew very well
from their history. “Unstoppable” and “undefeatdblesre words associated with the Ame-
rican army, but not the Hungarian one, and theligasbecame even more recurring as the
war progressed and the Entente powers came clos&tory. The word “brave” appeared
very frequently in connection with both armies. Bep on Hungarian regiments clashing
with American troops are usually missing from th@mined newspapers despite the fact
that the AEF fought Austria-Hungary on both the Was and, to a smaller extent at the
end of the war, the Italian Frofht.

The opinion articles in every publication have sthirgg in common: they all agree that
the common enemy of both Hungarians and Americars Wermany and Austria. Most of
these newspapers deemed the war pointless, aneédl&armany and Austria for forcing
Hungary (or more specifically, the Hungarian pafrtAaistria-Hungary) to fight in this
pointless war. The overall opinion was that Hungaas a victim of German imperialism,
and the Pan-German plans were “watered with Huagdslood”. So it seems more than
obvious from their point of view to support the Atican troops to defeat Germany and
Austria, so Hungary may be freed from her tiehtAustrian Emperor.

Hungarian Immigrants in the Draft Registration of 1917

Another interesting aspect of the Hungarian immigrexperience during the war is the
1917 draft registration. This part of the resedartuses on the data from the Draft Regis-
tration Cards filled out by Hungarian immigrant megtween the age of 18 and 45. Some
historical background should be provided to see tiasvrecord group was created and how
Hungarian “enemy aliens” became involved.

The US entry to the First World War brought abousthing that a lot of Americans
did not support: compulsory military service. Thias a real threat a lot of immigrants ex-
perienced in their countries of origin — some ofowhchose immigration to the United
States specifically to avoid being conscripted b€aable to successfully register all eligible
men and create a large standing army, the SeleSgveice Act was issued in May, 1917.
The act gave power to the federal government tfi creruits into the army, it defined who
the subjects of draft registration were, how mamyemneeded, and every other measure of
the organization of the new army. The SelectiveviSer System took into account the
European (namely, French and German) military égpees of World War One. Accord-
ingly, the goal was to avoid problems like laboorshge in the factories and on the fields,
which caused serious economic problems in Europeamtries, so they were made to
withdraw troops of high combat value from the fomd replace labor force. To prevent

13 On the Italian Front, only one American regimehe 333" Infantry Regiment was deployed. For
more on this see Dalessandrmns
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problems like that, the Selective Service Systern @designed to have a fair quota system
to divide registrants reasonabfy.

Eventually, a total of 23,908,576 men were registeaccording to the Selective Service
System. According to Nancy Gentile Ford, less th@npercent of them, 2,758,542 men
were drafted into the armed forces, which took dpe6of the 3,500,000 men in military
service during the First World W&t.There are slightly different figures in the Enaycl
pedia of War & American Society, edited by Peterdten. According to the Encyclopedia,
the strength of the American Army grew from the @%ieadcount of 179,376 men to
3,685,000 during the 18 months of the American igpgtion in the war. Of that,
2,810,296 men were drafted through the SelectiveiGeSystent®

After reviewing international law, immigrants werategorized into four major groups
by the Selective Service Act. The groups were:adiltic, declarant, non-declarant, and
enemy aliens. Alien diplomats were exempted from dhaft since technically they were
not residents of the United States. Declarant alirdluded immigrants who had filed their
first papers of intention to become American citkeThese people were waiting to fulfill
their five years of residency to complete the retzation process. Declarant immigrants
from friendly and allied nations were made eligifide the draft. The main idea was that
they received the benefits of their newly adoptedntry, so, therefore, they should share
the nation’s burdens. Non-declarant aliens wersehsho did not file papers to sign their
declaration to become American citizens. This greag made transitory, and could not be
drafted due to their temporary status. The goal tegsrotect American citizens living in
other countries under temporary resident statushesp would not be subjects for drafting
into foreign armies. The category of enemy aliensluded both declarant and non-
declarant immigrants from enemy nations. By theorepf a provost marshal general, en-
emy aliens were considered to be unfit to serveesthey would be put in a position of po-
tentially fighting against their own countrymen. ifjarian immigrants were, by definition,
automatically considered enemy aliens, which madgossible to them to avoid being
drafted by simply claiming exemption based on teeiemy alien status.

The enemy alien category was without doubt the nmistesting because it included
various ranges of people who desired to join theeAcan army for various reasons. The
most frequent, and most obvious reason was that wated to fight the oppressors of
their homelands. This included many Poles, CzeBhg)s, Slovaks, etc. whose homelands
were in German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian, or ®irkerritories. These men usually left
their countries due to the oppression they haditieis and when the United States entered
the war, they saw an opportunity to fight back #énydto free their homelands from under
the rule of European monarchs. By this line of tfilty Hungarians could be considered
one of the oppressors since they were one of tlirggroations in Austria-Hungary, while
having restricted rights for other nations of mibosuch as Slovakians, Croatians, Roma-
nians, etc. This is only partly true, of courses Hituation was more complicated than that.
Many of the patriotic Hungarians were not satisfigth the situation of Hungary and nei-
ther did they forgot the devastating retaliation thee 1848-1849 War of Independence by
Franz Joseph. Many Hungarians considered it unéadokepto “shake the bloody hands” of

1 Ford,Americans All! 52.
15 |bid. 51-52.
18 Karsten (ed.)Encyclopedia774.



Torn between Two Nations — Aspects of Loyalty... 63

the emperor who “issued the murder of so manyheirtfellow countrymen. A great many
of those who left the country and immigrated to tt®A were thinking that way.

As a result, many Hungarians wanted to registehéodraft as volunteers, or already
volunteered before 1917. But according to the SeleService Act, they too were consi-
dered enemy aliens. The case was resolved by ansiah to the Act, which ruled that en-
emy aliens could not be forced to fight in the \Wat, after background check, they were
eligible for the draft if they wished so. Those wiere already serving in the American
army as professional soldiers, were given the dppdy to file for honorable discharge if
they felt their loyalty conflicted by the Americaelligerence?’

The Selective Service System provided the most itapbsources for my research. The
Draft Registration Cards were produced from Jurie719here were more than 4,000 draft
boards countrywide to register all the eligible nfenthe draft. According to the law, all
men between the age of 18 and 45, living in thatéey of the United States of America
had to register for the draft. Naturally, not afltbem were actually drafted, but their in-
formation in the registration cards is valuabletfor research.

The registration process had three stages.

— First Registration. The first part was on Jund®17. All the men between 21 and 31
years had to register who were born between Juh88®, and June 5, 1896.

— Second Registration. It was on June 5, 1918 aditie men born between June 6, 1896,
and June 5, 1897, had to register. Those who mifsedirst opportunity got a second
chance without a penalty. There was an extra dafugust 24, for those who reached 21
since June 5.

— Third Registration. It was held on September1®,8. Every men between the age of 18
and 21, and between 31 and 45, who were born baet@eptember 11, 1872, and Septem-
ber 12, 1900, was made to register.

It is a hard task to specify the exact number afigduians among the registrants. Accord-
ing to statistics based on the national censu®ir0,lthere were 473,538 people living in
the United States, who spoke Hungarian as a nithguage® Of course, we would need
to filter out the men between 18 and 45 years,take into account the flow of immigrants
between 1910 and 1914 to give an approximate nupfiteose eligible for the draft.

Based on the author’s original research into thaftRegistration Cards created as part
of the Selective Service System in 1917-18, a datalbf 1198 Hungarian immigrants who
registered for the draft has been compfied.

Out of the 1198 individuals, only 357 answered *yesthe question. This is little less
than 30 percent (29.8), which means less than loing of Hungarian registrants claimed
clearly that they did not wish to fight in the Eik&orld War. It is important to note how-

Y There were several examples to this, as the dathnother ongoing original research based on the
Abstracts of World War . Military Service, 1917-41®shows — as it will be elaborated in a different
paper.

18 Based on statistics published by Julianna PuskBsisidsOverseas Migration

% The research was based on a representative safrgdene 1198 Hungarian registrants who filled
out Draft Registration Cards in 1917-1918. The damlimbased on the following record group: Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration, Unitewdt8s Selective Service System. Selective Ser-
vice Registration Cards, World War I: Records of $stective Service System, Record Group Num-
ber M-15009.
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ever, that there could have been many who comptagedompulsory registration knowing
for a fact that they would not be obligated to &nl5o, being sure of their safe position,
they may simply have left this answer empty.

The following chart contains those who indicatedittitlaims for exemption. The 357
individuals were divided into 8 categories. Therfawain grounds for claiming exemption
were family, health, citizenship and ethic/moraluiss. These make up four of the eight
categories. The ‘other’ category was created thudethose who cannot be clearly catego-
rized into one of the previous four. There wer® alsme who mentioned two reasons for
exemption, and those who did not specify any grewatdll. Finally, in some cases, the an-
swers were unreadable. Each of these are reprdsardéferent lines in the chart.

Grounds for claiming exemption
Grounds Quantity
Family 250
Health 24
Citizenship 14
Ethical/moral 22
Multiple grounds 5
Unreadable 8
Other 5
Not specified 29
Altogether 357

Figure 2: Classification of grounds claimed for exgtion by Hungarian registrarts

As shown in the table, in the majority of the ca@9 out of 357) the Hungarian regis-
trants claimed exemption on family grounds, whiefY® percent proportion. Among these,
most claims mentioned wives and children underotZimply ‘family’. ‘Support of fam-
ily’, ‘support my wife + children’, ‘have to suppiofamily’ were the most frequently used
expressions but the registrants sometimes simglynparried man’ as the answer. In some
cases, only the word ‘dependents’ or its misspatiant ‘dependants’ was mentioned.
Many registrants (41) claimed exemption becausg tiagel one, or both parents to support.
Four registrants claimed they had to support thiblings, too, while three registrants put
‘dependent relatives’ as their answers, which iaiche support of more distant relatives.
In one case, a registrant asked for exemption altleet support of his four children and his
mother.

Health reasons were mentioned 24 times in the trafisn cards, which comprises 6.5
percent of the sample. Among the members of thi deards usually were physicians to
conduct a short medical examination during thestegfion process. So claiming exemp-
tion on medical grounds could only be acceptetlfiid strong basis. This may provide an
explanation as to the low number of health-basainclOne person claimed nervous frus-

20 From the database of Hungarian registrants of 1917
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tration as grounds of exemption, but most men napmgdical problems such as limb inju-
ries (8 cases), and vision problems (5 cases).tApan these, rupture, physical weakness,
not specified physical disability, and two seridilisesses: asthma and tuberculosis appear
in the sources.

Fourteen registrants claimed exemption on the giswf their citizenship. The over-
whelming majority of them were, of course, not Aroan citizens. The Selective Service
Act categorized immigrants into four major grouggplomatic, declarant, non-declarant,
and enemy aliens. Foreign diplomats were of coassampted from the draft since they
were not residents of the United States. Declaabens included immigrants who had filed
their first papers of intention to become citizelmsmost cases they were expected to fulfill
the five years’ residency requirement to complatenaturalization process. Declarant im-
migrants from friendly and allied nations were madigible for the draft. Non-declarant
aliens were those who did not file any papers godai their intention of becoming Ameri-
can citizens. This group was made transitory, anddcnot be drafted due to their tempo-
rary status. The goal was to protect American @itizliving in other countries under tem-
porary resident status, so they would not be stdbjiec drafting into foreign armies. The
category of enemy aliens included both declarandt mam-declarant immigrants from en-
emy nations. By the report of a provost marshakgan enemy aliens were considered to
be unfit to serve since they would be pit in a posiof potentially fighting against their
own countrymen.

More than 80 percent of them belonged in the “enalign” category for they had not
even filed their papers to start the naturalizaporcess. Still, only 14 people in the sample
chose this reason to claim exemption.

The most interesting part of the sample may beetlwdso claimed exemption on ethi-
cal/moral grounds, even though only 22 people didmhich is only 6 percent of the whole
sample. Despite the low quantity, this is the catgghat provides us the most insight into
the immigrants’ way of thinking. Some of them reéet to pacifism. Among them, there
was Laszlo Bartha, who stated ‘I am against wagb&@ Janki, who put ‘I am not willing
to go war’ (sic!), and Nick Focht, who claimed te &n international socialist and wrote ‘do
not believe in war'. Louis Stark, a Tibolddardc,rBaed County born immigrant, who went
on to become a well-known reporter at The New Ybirkes had a similar reason, he put
‘ethical grounds, against taking life’ as his reagor exemption from the draft. On an also
similar note, Zsigmond Adler was not particularyainst war but at least he was ‘against
conscription’. Some other registrants were alsopaoticularly against war, it was partici-
pation in it they opposed. Steve Szaller for insgamput ‘| am neutral’ as his answer, while
similarly Sandor Peto wrote ‘dont intend to warc(s Samuel Hiber put ‘refuse to fight
abroad’ on his registration card.

Some registrants imposed conditions for their pgudition in the war. One of these ex-
amples is Bertalan Gero’s, who answered ‘only fefiedce of America, not for offence in
Europe’. Another one was Daniel Toth, who claimedwas ‘willing to defend the coun-
try’. On a slightly different note, Frank Jo didtriotend to fight in the war but said ‘if law
force me | will go’ (sic!). John Varga had a simienswer but he trusted the federal gov-
ernment to decide if he should go or not, statoxgy if it is necessary’.

Taking a look at marital statuses might provide sasort of explanation to the low
number of people claiming ethical grounds for thetemption. Out of the 22, only four
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were married, and only two of them had childrene Tiost certain excuse for avoiding the
draft was having dependents, most importantly céidto support. Single men without
children, of course, could not take this optiond aihthey did not have any underlining
medical condition either, they could only refeitheir citizenship status or their ethical ob-
jections to avoid the draft. It is safe to say ttiedre must have been many people among
those who claimed exemption based on family reaswhe had ethical/moral issues with
the war but dependents were their best chancedio #eing drafted. The four married out
of the 22 were the aforementioned internationaladist Nick Focht, Zsigmond Adler who
was against conscription, Joe Shultz who only mabrally’ as his answer, and Jozsef
Zsrinszki, who specifically stated that he would go to war on the side of the United
States claiming ‘wants to fight for Hungary if eall’.

There were some others who, although did not dargite such bold statements as
Zsrinszki, also signaled their opposition to segvihey did so in fears of having to face
their fellow Hungarians on the trenches. Such peveas Joe Barber for instance, who asked
for exemption because as he wrote, upon consaniptiould have fight my country’. Joe
Kardos had similar reservations, asking for exeomphiecause he could not take up fight
against his original homeland. He put ‘exempt, ffighainst brother’ (sic!) as his answer.

Of course, the research is not a comprehensivelomeuld take years, and a research
group, to fully process the 24 million registraticards to find, filter, and catalogue all —
approximately 50 to 60 thousand — Hungarian imnmtgaWith the necessary critical re-
marks, the sample of 1198 people is suitable fanmgéring some social-historical aspects
of the Hungarian-American community of the timet Imo final conclusions should be
drawn from the results presented here.

Fighting Under Uncle Sam’s Flag

Despite being labeled “enemy aliens” and havinguffer hostility from Americans, ap-
proximately 3000 Hungarian (first and second getimmaimmigrants served in the United
States Armed Forces during the years of World Wiae®Most of them were drafted in
the framework of the Selective Service System hate were numerous volunteers, too,
many of whom joined the army even before 1914.ghisicant part of the research is col-
lecting information and drawing up life storiesidingarian soldiers who actively fought in
the world war on the side of America. These casdiss are perfect examples of how a
complete cooperation between the host nation amdrimigrant nationals can be observed.
In the following pages one of the best case stunfi¢isese volunteers will be discussed. He
was an artilleryman, who made quite the name farskif by firing the first shot of the
United States in the First World War.

This Hungarian-American soldier was Sergeant AleeanArch (Acs Sandor), the
commander of the gun crew of Battery & fGeld Artillery. To be fair, there was another
Hungarian member of the same gun crew, CorporalsLvarady (Varady Lajos). Being
Hungarian was not the only common feature betwhemt both of them also lived in the
same town during the years of the war: South Bbrdiana. In this paper, | will only focus

2! Vida, Hungarian Americans314—-315.
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on Acs, who by becoming one of the icons of the Acaa army in the public eye of his
state, Indiana for a few years, may be a better shgly.

“Sergt. Alex Arch of South Bend, Ind., pulled theylard of an American gun in a
battery position on a muddy hill northeast of Elleyifiring the first American shot
of the war into the German line$?

The battery was manned by four people. Sergeantaflier Arch, chief of the first gun
section, Corporal Robert Braley, gunner, and CaeamlLouis Varady and John Wodar-
czak? Alex Arch was first believed to be an Irishman, aocount of his copper hair, but
later it was discovered by the Hungarian-Americegsp that he was, in fact, a Hungarian
man. Primary source evidences have proven his Hiamgancestry. Arch was born in
Réjtok, Hungary, on March 19, 1894, as Acs Sandaon of Istvan Acs and Terézia Pusz-
tai.** The spelling of their family name must have beeified to reflect the English lan-
guage, as it sounds much like the word “arch”, emthake it easier for Americans to pro-
nounce. According to the Ellis Island Ship Manifestabase, the father arrived in New
York City on November 9, 1899 with his eldest shiaté?® His wife, with daughter llona
and younger son, Sandor (Alex) followed him on Nedy 1903° Next month they moved
to the state of Indiana. The family started buiidtheir new lives in South Bend, the chil-
dren went to American schools and were very quidiearn English.

Alex chose the military career and enlisted in 1948en he was 19 years old. For four
years he had served on the Mexican border, reatchangank of Private First Class, then
Corporal in 1916, and becoming a Sergeant in 18ffér the United States entered the
Great War, he was assigned to theFeld Artillery Regiment, which was deployed in
France from July 27, 1917 to August 26, 1919. Dyitinis time, Acs fought in major bat-
tles of the World War such as Montdidier-Noyon, #ésMarne, St. Mihiel, and Meuse-
Argonne. He was wounded two times: April 1, 191f8efaa gas attack), and May 28, 1918
(wounded by shrapnel). After the war he arrivedkbacthe US with his regiment on Sep-
tember 5, 1919, and was honorably discharged oa 20n 1920. He received the Silver
Star Medal for his services.

The deed in which he played a major role was dabhisal importance. Firing the first
shot in the First World War is a significant stafthough more from a historical and psy-
chological point of view than a strategical pergjwec Still, the event itself is important but
the name of Acs is not recorded anywhere in thegdtian military historiography. The
case was very different in the contemporary Amerigeess, which paid a remarkable deal
of attention to this young Hungarian soldier.

22 5outh Bend News-Time3ctober 22, 1918.

2 History of the Sixth Field Artillery, US Army 1798932. (Edited by the US Army Sixth Field Ar-
tillery) Fort Hoyle, MD, USA. 1933. 169.

2 Birth Register of Réjtok, Hungary, 1894. Availableaht:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33SNV@E-VSR?i=114

% | ist or Manifest of Alien Immigrants for SS Southrk, Sailing from Antwerp, October 28, 1899.
2| ist or Manifest of Alien Immigrants for the Commisner of Immigration. SS Pennsylvania, Sail-
ing from Hamburg, May 8, 1903.
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Acs became a minor celebrity in his home state ®etw1918 and 1921. First in his
home-county, St. Joe, the state began to prometpufchase of war bonds (Liberty Loan)
with his name. Local newspapers, the South BendegiNews, the Indiana Daily Times,
and The Richmond Palladium, and many others wnath things as

“What Are You Going To Do? — Alex Arch and the msthe St. Joe County boys
‘Over There’ Want to Know. Those boys — our boysodld today be putting the
guestion straight to us, if they could..] They want to know how the Home Folks
stand — they want to know if the Home Folks aré whiem cheerfully, even to the
last dollar.[...] Be a Volunteer Buyer "4 iberty Loan.’

But his name was not only used for advertisemekfter the American army returned
from “Over There”, Acs was considered a hero byhtibe Indiana State press and political
leaders of the state and several cities, too. Heregularly invited as a guest of honor to a
wide variety of events, and was awarded with sévieomorary citizenships and other
awards. His home town, South Bend even organizedleoming ceremony for him. The
organization board also created a Hungarian comeitivhich is a sign of how much the
local American patriots were aware of Acs’s Hungarioots. His homecoming was sup-
posed to be “a unique event in the history of this."?® The organizers invited General
John Joseph Pershing, the commander of the AmefEgpaditionary Forces in World War
One himself, to attend the ceremony and presentwiits an award. Due to his other re-
sponsibilities, Pershing refused to attend, dedpigecontinuous attempts to persuade him
by both of Indiana’s senators James Eli WatsonHuamdy Stewart Nevé? The involvement
of both senators goes to show the significanceamaliofficials gave to welcoming Acs
properly.

The ceremony took place on October 29, 1919, whgemdees had an opportunity for
a “meet and greet” with Acs, but prior to the bigeet, there were several other occasions
during October, when locals could talk to the “priof America’s armies®

He was invited to a wide variety of events. Forregle, on January 13, 1921, he at-
tended the annual meeting of the Indiana Brothattafor hreshermen in Indianapolis, IN.
As advertised in the Brotherhood’s periodical, #merican Thresherman and Farm Power,
the people of Indianapolis could meet the man wired the first American gun against
the Germans” and owed him a great deal of respéet.event was expected to draw a lot
of attention.

“To say the least, Indiana is very proud of thiddser; it fell to his lot to fire the
first gun. We owe him a great deal of praise. Nuliyahat, but Indiana should be
more than proud in the fact that she furnishedfitet American soldier to fire the
first shot in defense of our flag”

27 50uth Bend News-Time3eptember 18, 1918.

28 |bid. September 23, 1919.

2 |bid. September 28, 1919.

%0 |bid. October 21, 1919.

31 American Thresherman and Farm PowBecember, 1920. 21-22.
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The Indiana Daily Times reported on the paradenttd day, writing “one of the fea-
tures of entertainment Thursday night was in TosdimHall was the appearance of Sergt.
Alex Arch, who fired America’s first artillery shah the World War.?* As part of the
night’s entertainment, Acs took part in the patd@ageant, which depicted American war
activities from 1776 to 1918.

Later that year, on November 11, Acs was invitegddicipate in the burial of the Un-
known Soldier, a national monument commemoratirgsthldiers fallen in the World War
in Washington, DC, as the representative of theeQthindiana® The next year, 1922 saw
Acs in New York City, where he served as recruftcef for his former regiment, thé"6
field artillery®*

There is no significant information about him urit®b30. The national census shows
Acs, 36, living in South Bend with his wife, Juliand three children: Mary, Alex, and
Yolanda. At the time, he worked at Studebaker Awtbile Company” He also appears in
The Indianapolis Times that year — the newspapaenebers his deed in the World War by
publishing a photo of him in uniform, with his afhien®*®* We can also find information
about him from the 1940s. He appears in the 1948u= still living in South Bend with
his family, the only difference is another childahgaret’ In 1942, when the United States
entered World War Two, the 48-year-old Acs registiefor the draft but he was not called
into service due to his ag&Unfortunately, the next source where we can fiisdname is
his death certificate from 1979. He passed awgmieumonia on December 9. His grave
can be found in Osceola, IN, which is near SouthdBd1e possibly moved there with his
wife upon retirement.

Closing Remarks

The Hungarian immigrant experience in the Uniteate&¥t during the years of World War
One was a very complex phenomenon with severatdaged factors to consider. In this
paper | made an attempt to provide an overviewheirtsituation and to pinpoint some of
the aspects explored in this research. Based oneigarch into the contemporary press,
Hungarian-Americans showed dual allegiance: theylged loyalty to both the American

and the Hungarian regiments fighting in the wawe8al Hungarians tried travel home to
enlist in the Hungarian army but several othersstad in the American army, or registered
to for the draft with the intention of fighting the war. But there was also a lot of people
who tried to avoid the draft by claiming exemption a variety of grounds. Ultimately,

%2 Indiana Daily TimesJanuary 14, 1921.

33 Rider, Merit.

34The Indianapolis TimeSeptember 22, 1922.

35 United States of America, Bureau of the Censusediitih Census of the United States, 1930. Year:
1930; Census Place: South Bend, St Joseph, Indiaga; BA; Enumeration District: 0040; FHL mi-
crofilm: 2340362.

%8 The Indianapolis TimeSeptember 27, 1930.

87 USABC Sixteenth Census of the United States, 194@rY1940; Census Place: South Bend, St
Joseph, Indiana; Roll: m-t0627-01135; Page: 29B.

% NARA United States Selective Service System. $ieleService Registration Cards, World War
II: Fourth Registration. Records of the Selectiveviser System, Record Group Number 147.
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some 3000 Hungarian-born soldiers fought for theitvge World War, some of whom

did remarkable deeds of historical importance,hesdase study of Alexander Arch (Acs
Sandor) showed. This research is a comprehensiplration of the topic, based on a
wide-range of primary and secondary sources froth bountries. The goal of this paper
was to introduce some of the main ideas. Hopefthig,research will bring us closer to bet-
ter understanding the life and situation of thgdst Hungarian diaspora.

Appendixes
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Appendix 1: Cartoon showing the “Pan-German hoplesing watered with “Hungarian
blood”. Source:Amerikai Magyar Népszavdanuary 14, 1918
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Form 1

REGISTRATION CARD No

A in Years
Mame n fall s _
Labven e} {Family name}

Heme
Address T -

Mal [srrmes) ety {stare)
Dree-af birch

[maonchi fday [ear)

Are pou 1) 2 marami-barn cifzen, (2} & naroralized daizen, (3} am alten, (4) or have you dedared

yout imensdon (spectfy which)?

Wikere wars
yoea born?

(o) E=FTEa] {nazlom)

i now & drtzen, of what narlos are pou & does ar sabject”

Whar b yor present
ratle, pocrparion, ar offtios:

oo | ~1|h| | = b | B2 |

By whoen employed?

Where empioped?

[ave you a Rthes, mother, wife, child apder 12, or & siker or brother under 12, solely dependent

an your for sapport (spectfy witich] #

10

Married or single (whach)? —______ Hare (spedfy which)?
1 l Whar mibary serice havevoo had? Bank  branck
YRy Marion ar S

12

Do yous clatem exemprion
from dmft éspedfy grounds?

I aHirm that | have verified above answers and that they are true.

{Signamre or Mark)

Appendix 2: Blank Sheet of a 1917 Draft Registratiard
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Appendix 3: Alex Arch in uniform, pdssibly aftee thar

AUDITORIUM Today and Tomorrow

EXTRA SPECIAL
DOUBLE ATTRACTION!

SERGEANT ARCH

(HIMSELF)
TODAY AND TOMORROW

See him and shake
hands with him

) I}
Eltinge F.%arner ¥
ZANE GREY'
G s In the first place we are safe in saying that ZANE GREY |
ot powsrfl picture never wrote a western story to equal in sensation his | &
“DESERT GOLD.” Every foot of this big 7 reel fea- i
DESE RT ture is filled with thrills nd action, and contains the most |
wonderful and beautiful mountain scenery and natural |
GOLD characters ever seen in a western drama. And the large |
and appreciative audience who saw this masterful Zane |
Doty Thayeshunter [} Grey photoplay yesterday will join us in saying it's the
best western drama they ever saw. Its cast is all-star
and it equals the magnitude of the drama. If you miss
“DESERT GOLD” you are missing the best ever and
St Loy, one grand treat. TODAY AND TOMORROW should
e iooKiNSON DisTRBeAon [ PTOVE 10 be two big gala days, as the pride of America’s
i armies, a South Bend boy and the talk and admiration i
W RIEIE. Lf e country, SERGT. ALEX ARCH, who fred the SEROEA & T Awfit
first shot of our American boys in the great war, will be here to meet, greet, shake hands and talk to you.
He will hold a reception in the lobby on a specially arranged platform, and will also talk to you from the stage. And
as every man, woman and child will want to meet and shake hands with Sergt. Arch, the man of the hour, and in
order that everyone shal! have this pleasure, we must insist on the ladies and children and as many as can to come to
the matinee, very early i the evening or to the 9:15show. We want to say that the greatest honor ever given to a
South Bend citizen will be given Sergt. Arch Wednesday, Oct. 29, with the gre:test patriotic parads ever seen in
South Bend, a great and worthy patriotic cause for our great hero who spent so many months in the trenches so
bravely. DON'T FORGET SERGT. ARCH HERE TODAY AND TOMORROW FROM 11 TO 11. DON'T
TRY TO GET IN AT 8 O'CLOCK, AS THOUSANDS WILL BE TURNED AWAY.

,_.... .

Appendix 4: Newspaper advertisement for an evethtAws in the focus from South Bend
News-Times, October 21, 1919.
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‘World war, and his three children.

Appendix 5: Acs with his chlldren in a photo in Theianapolis Times, September 27,
1930.

3 e TR o el L Wi e g | st ¢ s
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Appendlx 6 Acs s grave in Osceola, IN. Source:
https://images.findagrave.com/photos/2012/24/45288332752060767.jpg
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Torn between Two Nations — Loyalty Issues of Hungar Immigrants in the United
States in 1917-1918

Immigration from the territory of Austria-Hungamy the United States had been at its peak
in the decade before World War One. Approximate8/rhillion Hungarians were living in
the US in the years preceding the Great War — soimehom were temporary immigrant
labor, but the majority was seeking permanent stagven citizenship. When the war broke
out, thousands of Hungarians indicated their indento travel home and enlist in the Hun-
garian army, other tens of thousands stayed inUtBebut attempted to help by sending
money or supplies to the troops fighting in thenftimes. Soon, questions started to rise
about where the loyalty of these ‘hyphenated’ inmauigs’ lied.

After the US entered the war in April, 1917, imnaigts from Austria-Hungary were
categorized as ‘enemy aliens’ under the Selecterwi€e Act. However, roughly 3000 of
them ended up serving in the American Military. Wdlagh Hungarian communities were
not targeted with xenophobic attacks as much ds @erman counterparts, but they defi-
nitely faced atrocities for being ‘enemy aliens’.

The paper will look into the way Hungarian immigisexperienced the war. It aims to
explore how Hungarian communities were affectedvly propaganda, conducted by both
the American and the Austro-Hungarian governméitts. paper will also attempt to reveal
how Hungarian-Americans discussed news from thetlfrees. It will seek answers to the
following questions: How did they react to certavents? How did they see the role of
Austria and Germany in the war? What did they trabkut the Hungarian, and the Ameri-
can involvement in the Great War? For whom werg theoting”? The research is based
on two main source groups: primary source recomis fAmerican archives, and contem-
porary, predominantly Hungarian-American newspap#icles. Additionally, relevant
works of secondary literature will be explored anitized.



