
 
 

 

 

As a result of their common economic and social problems, the post-social-
ist countries were similar in many ways and shared the same interests. Later on 
however these countries started to diverge due to the different resources and 
their usage, their different foreign policy and internal affairs, as well as the de-
valuation and revaluation of the local and location factors. The purpose of this 
study is to find out to what extent could the Visegrad Group (Poland, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Hungary) and Romania, Bulgaria be considered unified 
and/or split in terms of their social, economic and territorial aspects and prob-
lems. The similarities and differences of these countries are based on statistical 
database (source: Eurostat and Worldbank) which is built upon twenty social, 
economic and environmental indicators of the EU2020 targets and ten indica-
tors linked to the territorial cohesion according to the Territorial Agenda. The 



 

results indicate that the differences and the ways of changing of the social and 
economic fields among the analyzed countries are diverse, hence the heteroge-
neity is indeed more intense but a stronger cohesion in the social dimension can 
be noticed. The common dimension of Central and Eastern Europe still prevail 
somewhat more about the indicators of the territorial cohesion despite the sharp 
differences in physical and social geography. All of these are worth paying at-
tention to the upcoming discussion of the new EU budget period. 
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Table 1.: General characteristics of V4 + 2 countries 

 PL CZ SK HU RO BG 
V4 + 2 

(%) 
EU 28 

(km2) 312 685  78 866 48 845 93 030 238 391 110 912 20,4 4 324 782 

2017) 37 973 10 579 5 435 9 798 19 638 7 102 17,7 511 805 

GDP (Mrd 
pps, 2016) 772 268 122 192 339 100 12,1 14 825 
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Table 2.: The differencies of general characteristics in V4 + 2 countries 
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Table 3.: The weight of the capital city in the V4 + 2 countries (2014) 

% 
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HU 

Budapest 
RO 

Bukarest 
BG 

 

   8,7 24,2 11,4 30,0 11,4 23,2 

 10,5 25,3 13,2 31,9 12,8 26,6 

GDP 17,1 35,8 27,7 48,2 27,2 42,8 
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