
 
 

The last phase of World War II brought an end a quarter-century period in 
Hungary. The end of the Horthy Era was more than a simple change in the 
Hungarian political system. The German and Soviet occupation, followed by 
the formation of Communist dictatorship after a short democratic transition, 
implied the temporary cessation of the thousand-year-old Hungarian state. 

Around one million Hungarian citizens were beyond the western borders of 
the country, whom 250 000 decided to emigrate to the West, in 1945. Most of 
them were intellectuals such as military officers, civil servants, teachers, cleri-
cals, who have been a key base of the civil society, political and institutional 
system of the Horthy era. The majority of this group owed conservative values, 
therefore, they were afraid of retaliation because of their worldviews and any 
previous works. These reasons were the major causes of their life-changing de-
cision, the emigration. In this study, I try to find out, how could survived the 

ups and how has 
changed the image of the thousand-year-old Hungarian state among them. 
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